
• Did you create some solid storytelling shots using negative space as a key component? 
• Did you try the squint test with your results?
• Do you now have a better understanding of negative space and how it works?

READY! SET! GO!  ACTION CARDS - COMPOSITION: NEGATIVE SPACE

ACTION ASSIGNMENT!

HOW DID YOU DO?

1- Go out on a photo shoot and search for interesting locations with negative space- typical places to look would 
be landscapes and architecture. Try to compose some photographs where the negative space is essential to the 
subject’s story. (Think of man on mountaintop.) 
2- Go out on a photo shoot and located a strong negative space frame. Use it to create some interesting photos. 
(Think of girl and landscape.)
3- Create a strong graphic shot using a simple subject and a white, black, or solid colored background as negative 
space. (Think of the flower.) Don’t let the negative space overwhelm the subject!

Negative storytelling: - Man on mountaintop 
This is about as wonderful an example of ‘negative space’ used in a photo 
as you will ever come across. The man is the subject. However, the negative 
space tells the story of the man. We see the tops of the clouds in the negative 
space, and we then realize that the man is up high and a large expanse 
exists below him. The negative space tells us- he is on top of the world.

Isolating the positive: - Girl and landscape 
Painters, Illustrators, & Graphic Designers often use negative space to 
separate a subject from its surroundings. This gives the subject breathing 
room. When a viewer ‘feels’ this breathing room, it causes them to relax, 
and they then tend to spend more time staring at the composition. This is a 
well-documented trick, and you should use it.

The thin line between excellent and poor use: 
The flower photo creates a graphic isolation of 
the subject; it provides a compositional boost. The 
second photo doesn’t provide any compositional, 
storytelling, or mood setting advantages. Here is a 
trick to judge the value of negative space. Look at 

LEARN THE 
POSITIVE       NEGATIVE
Negative space is the empty, or unoccupied, space surrounding
the subject in a photo that helps to define it. It is one of the least understood art 
concepts with photographers. Simple empty space does not signify the proper 
use of negative space.

Total time:
2-5 hours

Skill Points:

• Learning what negative
  space is
• Discovering why negative
  space is so effective
• A tip for judging the 
  effectiveness of negative
  space in a photograph

KEY LESSON: The true use of negative space should support and add 
content value to the subject. This content value can be compositional, 
storytelling, or mood setting. Negative space can also be thought of as 
‘breathing room’. When composing with negative space ask yourself, “Is 
this empty space contributing to my shot, or is it simply just there?” 
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the image through squinted eyes. Does the subject, and the negative space, stand out separately and yet 
together? If so, it’s a good use of negative space. The‘Couple’ shot (on the right) doesn’t pass the test.



  DON'T MISS OUT: Limited Time Daily Free Bonuses Expire 11:59pm EST!

      SWEET! 
Here's a few more photography goodies for you:

Top pick fo
r you

More on the next page

...Click here to see 27+ more of our most popular programs

Snap Cards™ Essentials Set

Learn more →

20 beautifully designed, printable
photography cheat sheets that you can
take with you anywhere!

Action Cards™ Set

Learn more →

65 beautifully designed & printable project
sheets that will give you over 200
photography assignments.

Want quick photography tips? Check out our friends at DailyPhotoTips.com
they'll send you 1 solid photography tip to your inbox, 5 days a week. So you
can start your day right, with actionable tips to help you on your creative
journey. Subscribe now →  (free for a limited time)

FREE Photography eBooks

Learn more →

Free access to our library of 250+
downloadable (pdf) tutorials on everything
you can imagine.

What is Your #1 Photography Killer?

Take quiz →

Take this 30 second quiz to find out the #1
thing holding your photography back.

https://photzy.com/marketplace/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=actioncard&utm_content=positive%20of%20the%20negative
https://photzy.com/ld/snapcardsessentials/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://photzy.com/ld/snapcardsessentials/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=actioncard&utm_content=positive%20of%20the%20negative
https://photzy.com/ld/snapcardsessentials/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://photzy.com/ld/actioncards/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=actioncard&utm_content=positive%20of%20the%20negative
https://dailyphototips.com/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=actioncard&utm_content=positive%20of%20the%20negative
https://photzy.com/ld/snapcardsessentials/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://photzy.com/signup/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=actioncard&utm_content=positive%20of%20the%20negative
https://photzy.com/photography-killers/?internal_ref=sidebar-freeebook
https://photzy.com/photography-killers/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=actioncard&utm_content=positive%20of%20the%20negative


Photzy.com is an online photography school with over 200,000 students from
180 countries. 

Founded in 2012, our focus has always been simple, practical tips and tutorials,
for beginners. No matter where your current skill level is, we’d like to help you
explore your unique creative side, through photography.

“At Photzy, we believe EVERYONE is creative, and that photography is the best
way to explore and share your creative side with the world.”

Go to photzy.com for more
photography tutorials and inspiration.

We're so glad you're here!

     Hey there!
Let's get real for a minute… Learning photography can be super
challenging! But we're here to help you every step of the way! 

Here are 3 of our most useful (and FREE!) photography
resources–

Always remember: Momentum is the key to exploring and
developing your creative talents… 

So get out there and take some more pictures!

Take this 30 Second Quiz to find the #1 thing holding your
photography back.
Download these 3 Free Photography Cheat Sheets to help
you understand the basics.
Access our Free Photography eBook Library, with 250+
downloadable (.pdf) tutorials on Photo Fundamentals,
Post-Processing, Composition, Low-light, and much more!

1.

2.

3.
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